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Mission Statement:
The Lauderdale County’s Ecoutourism plan strives to create sustainable and

educational landmarks and destinations that will attract tourists to the region
and make a positive economic change that benefits the local community; all while
respecting the culture of the place and the people who inhabit it.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Lauderdale County is home to a world-class natural gem known as the bluff-bottoms. The area is known to be one of the remaining
bluff-bottoms environments along the entire Mississippi River, and possesses a wide range of natural amenities, historic sites, and
opportunities for recreational activity. Known to locals but hidden from the world, the river bottoms and bluff system of Lauderdale
County has plenty of untapped ecotourism potential.

Ecotourism, as described in this plan, is already present in Lauderdale County as evidenced by the visitors attracted to the many
existing places of interest in the area. But, there is an amazing opportunity to utilize the resources and amenities present to expand
the ecotourism industry to create a substantial economic impact for Lauderdale County.

This plan is a guide to help determine the most impactful site improvements possible to maximize site interest and draw tourists to
the area. Each amenity is described and development opportunities are recommended. Design standards are included to ensure
that improvements in the area are consistently high quality and compatible. Actionable implementation strategies are included as
follows:

* Sensitively develop new facilities and amenities that respect the natural resources and provide new ways for individuals to interact
with the environment.

* Expand and improve existing amenities to provide a more meaningful experience.

» Aggressively promote the recreational and educational opportunities that can be found in the area, and make it desirable for new
and returning users.

* Create a shared vision for the ecotourism possibilities between the many stakeholders present in the river bottoms and promote
mutually beneficial cooperation to grow and improve ecotourism opportunities.

» Pursue grant opportunities that would aid in the development of many of the improvements recommended in this plan.
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CHAPTER ONE-INTRODUCTION

What is Ecotourism?

The International Ecotourism Society (TIES) defines ecotourism as “responsible travel to natural areas
that conserves the environment, sustains the well-being of the local people and involves interpretation and
education” with the specification that education is to hoth staff and guests.

ECOTOURISM:

iSs NON-CONSUMPTIVE / NON-EXTRACTIVE »

creates an ecological CONSCIENCE -

holds eco-centric values and ETHICS in relation to nature

TIES hopes this gives clarity to those activities that are considered CONSUMPTIVE / EXTRACTIVE and which cause behavioral and psychological impacts on
non-human species. TIES considers non-consumptive and non-extractive use of resources for and by tourists and minimized impact to the environment and peo-
ple as major characteristics of authentic ecotourism. With respect to the TIES Principles, since 1990, when TIES first created the principles, we now know much
more about the tourism industry through scientific and design related research, and we are also better informed about environmental degradation and impacts on
local cultures and non-human species. It is important that this knowledge is reflected by these principles.

Ecotourism is about uniting conservation, communities, and sustainable travel.

PRINCIPLES OF ECOTOURISM:

Minimize physical, social, behavioral, and psychological impacts.

Build environmental and cultural awareness, and respect.

Provide positive experiences for both visitors and hosts.

Produce direct financial benefits for conservation.

Generate financial benefits for both local people and private industry.

Deliver memorable interpretative experiences to visitors that help raise sensitivity to host countries’ political, environmental, and social climates.
Design, construct and operate low-impact facilities.

Recognize the rights and spiritual beliefs of the Indigenous People in your community and work in partnership with them to create empowerment.

source: http://www.ecotourism.org/news/ties-announces-ecotourism-principles-revision
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PROJECT SCOPE

The Project Scope organizes the content of necessary action items that this plan will address. Several
topics located in the following pages will relate to multiple items listed in the project scope below.

1. Inventory and describe the ecotourism assets that exist within the Bluff and River Bottoms.

2. ldentify the environmental enhancements, infrastructure improvements, and expanded recreational amenities that would grow
the ecotourism industry of Lauderdale County and increase the economic impact of area attractions.

3. Recommend implementation strategies to aid in the development of asset improvements and expansion as identified in this
plan.

4. |dentify costs for site plan improvements.
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CHAPTER TWO-FEASIBILITY

Sustainable Framework & Planning

Ecotourism within Lauderdale County should be planned to develop in a manner that takes into consideration the sensitive and protected land
and land owners while also creating a benefit for the local economy. A sustainable framework for development can assist in the proper planning
to create the most positive outcome for both ecotourism and the resources in the region.
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ECOLOGICAL BALANCE
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Ecological balance is a term used to describe the delicate equilibrium
between living organisms such as human beings, plants, and
animals and their environment. Photosynthesis that takes place in an
ecosystem contributes to building a good environment that stabilizes
the coexistence of all organisms. Harmonious relationships reflect
healthy and desirable ecological balance. Human beings play a key role
in maintaining ecological balance because they have brains capable of
the highest order of thought in addition to the greatest capacity for direct
impact on an environment. Therefore, the maintenance of ecological
balance is very important because it ensures survival, existence, and
stability of the environment.

The survival of all organisms in a specific ecosystem is actualized due
to the quality of the ecosystem’s ecological balance. Various species
survive when favorable ecosystems are created as expected. Simply,
that they get enough food to keep them alive. Ecological balance is also
important because it leads to the continued existence of the organisms.
It ensures that no particular species is exploited or overused to the
point of its harm or even demise. For example, human activities such
as farming and resource exploitation must be checked to prevent the
excessive destruction of the forests. Deforestation leads to droughts;
drought reduces food protection, resulting in insufficient food resources
for all local organisms. Insufficient food leads to starvation and death,
reducing the populations of some species.

In summary, a protected ecological balance allows for the maintenance
and continuation of all major living things. Earth’s inhabitants, human
beings, plants, animals, and other living micro-organisms continue to
survive when they have the conducive environment to multiply and
thrive. Sufficient food for all species is produced when the ecological
balance is carefully protected and curated. Hunger caused by drought
is no longer a concern in a balanced ecosystem. Ideally, the world
maintains its necessary equilibrium state to the benefit and protection
of all living organisms contained within its multitude of ecosystems.



Lauderdale County is unique in that a large percentage of land along
the Mississippi River Bluff and Bottoms is federal and state-owned and
operated. The state has placed a high value on preserving the natural
flora and fauna in the area. There is rich history in the bottoms and
bluffs of Lauderdale County. Its unique natural characteristics served
as fortification during the Civil War. Fort Pillow serves as a continued
resource to educate visitors about the area and its historic impact.
Historically, private land in the area was, and still is, used for agricul-
tural development. The influx of nutrient rich soils from flooding by
the Mississippi River has created ideal alluvial soils for the successful
growth of crops. The bottoms and bluff location is unique in that it is
one of the few places along the Mississippi river where the influx of
flooding is not impeded by a man-made levee system. Development
in the bottoms and bluffs should create places people can enjoy with-
out sacrificing the history or the productive nature of the area. Any
development considered for this region will need to be mindful of the
impact on its private landowners, and to maintain a focus on increas-
ing their economic standing while maintaining the natural and pristine
feel the region has preserved for centuries.

Cultivated Crops 67
Forest/Wetlands 18
Developed 1
Open Water 9

Pasture J

LAND USES AND LAND OWNERS
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ECONOMY
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Due to the amount of land in Lauderdale County currently owned by the
state and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), which eliminates
the taxable and production value of the land, there is a decreased
opportunity for economic revenues. More assets owned by the state
and NGOs should be sensitively developed as recreational assets with
the intent to bring in additional revenue for the region.

Economic Development Strategies include:

» Guided Tours

* Cultural Landmarks and Events

 Improved Infrastructure

* Improved Signage

* Increased Amenities (Camping, Boardwalks, Fishing, Biking, Wildlife
Viewing)

* Increased Retail Opportunities

An independent economic study completed in 2008 predicts, with the
proper programming and marketing, that the economic impact of visitor
spending on the region will reach $479 million and support 16,897 jobs
within the region over a 20-year span. The creation of an ecotourism
industry is one way to help maintain a sustainable environment while
guantitatively improving the economy in the region.



Proper marketing of this ecotourism plan will be essential to the success
of this project. There must be clear and compelling mechanisms to
drive up interest in and visitation to Lauderdale County’s abundant
resources.

Currently, the local and regional population is not aware of the
opportunities that exist in Lauderdale County. There is no active
marketing, printed, or digital information that specifically addresses
the area.

According to the 2010 Census, there are approximately 24 million
people who live within a 300-mile radius of Lauderdale County. Proper
marketing to this region will help ensure the success of Lauderdale’s
Ecotourism Plan. A marketing campaign that includes social media,
ads, improved on line presence, modern graphics and design, and other
forms of communication would highlight the reasons why someone
would select Lauderdale’s ecotourism region for their next getaway
and draw additional attention to its assets. Funding for a successful
marketing campaign should be a team effort between local partners
and stakeholders.

With proper marketing and development, the region could bring in
revenues of $17 million to $34 million annually, per an independent
study completed in 2012.

50 Mile Radius
100 Mile Radius
300 Mile Radius

1,075,351
2,672,126
24,331,941

MARKETING

Legend
Lauderdale County
— 50 Mile Radius
s 100 Mile Radius
—— 300 Mile Radius

Several Partners and Stakeholders include:

* Lauderdale County Government

* Ripley City Government

* Municipalities of Lauderdale County

» State of Tennessee: ECO, Tourism, State Parks, TDOT, TDEC

* USF&W

* Farm Bureau

» Land Conservation NGO'’s: TN Parks & Greenways, Ducks Unlimited,
TN Land Trust, Nature Conservancy, TN Wildlife Federation, etc.

» Dyershurg State CC, Univ. of Memphis, University of Tennessee -
Martin

* Local Businesses and community leaders

» Motivated volunteers and advocates

* National & Regional Foundations

* Local Civic Organizations

* Local school systems

» Political Councils and regional & State elected officials
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Immediate Revenue

Historically, land use in the region has been primarily agricultural. This
will most likely remain the primary method of earning income in the
region. Farmers should continue to utilize the land as a sustainable
method of continued revenue.
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Evolving Revenue

The evolution of revenue streams for the Lauderdale County region
must center on the creation of attractive and educational destinations
for the enjoyment of visitors, to the ultimate benefit of the local economy.

Focal points for the development of revenue include:

1. Tourism through guided tours, which will allow for engaged locals to
contribute their extensive knowledge of the area to the improvement of
the region’s economic circumstances. If planned properly, tour guides
could keep their primary source of income — which, in some instances,
will only serve to increase their knowledge of the region’s resources —
and use their time after hours or off season to guide visitors.

2. User groups can generate interest and provide programming
and activities with specific and focused appeal. Some examples of
different user groups are bicyclists, hikers, birdwatchers, hunters and
fishermen, water sports enthusiasts, educators (school student field
trips), and tourists of history.

3. Commercial growth will also be an essential element in generating
revenue in the region. Some examples of commercial revenue that
would support the local economy and ecotourism include:

a. Outfitters

b Restaurants

C. Lodging

d. Souvenir shops

e Area arts and crafts
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Invested Revenue

Invested revenue will help continue the future generation of income for the
region. Ideally, investments from Federal, State, and Local agencies will help
improve the assets and infrastructure in the area to the benefit of both locals
and visitors. Investments funded by private means will also help boost the local
economy. New and innovative commercial opportunities for landowners would
bring in revenue and draw in more visitors.

Investment opportunities for Lauderdale County’s future success include:

a. Improvements to and awareness of river dynamics, lakes, and wetlands
are crucial for the maintenance of local waterways, which are a vital source of
life and revenue for locals and visitors.

b. The ever-changing geology of the region as a unique resource to be utilized
in marketing the assets of the region. The way local culture and history tie into
its dynamic nature provides possibilities for continued investment in uncovering
its rich cultural heritage, while retaining sensitivity to the environment.

C. The flora and fauna of the region are distinctive, and should be preserved

and marketed upon. Education centered on the abundance of regional species
creates a unique sense of place that visitors will appreciate.
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CHAPTER THREE-INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

Site Analysis

An analysis of the different assets in Lauderdale County’s Bluff and Bottoms illustrates a broad picture of what the area has to offer. From sweeping
views of rolling green hills to the sandy beaches of the Mississippi River, there are a variety of terrains, flora, and fauna to appreciate. Several
amenities such as wildlife viewing platforms, fishing docks, cultural state parks, campgrounds, and trails currently exist at multiple locations. There
are many potential opportunities to create additional similar amenities in the area. A2H’s design team visited and photographed locations in the
region they believe have the potential to provide valuable experiences that could sustain an ecotourism-based destination. The following pages
depict their visits and photographs.
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Over the spring and summer of 2017, A2H’s design team visited
Lauderdale County’s bluff and bottoms to inventory several locations
and record their assets for the Ecotourism Plan. The team talked to
many of the land owners and immersed themselves in the local culture,
including eating at local restaurants. The photographs and maps over
the next several pages depict the variety of terrains experienced in this
unique area.

ﬂBluff Overlook & Visitor’s Center at Hwy 19

QFire Tower Overlook

eOpen Lake

wScenic Route through Chickasaw Refuge
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GSIough at Wardlow’s Pocket

QOsage Orange Forest

ORiver Savannah

QWardlow’s Pocket

@MS River Boat Access

mOId Forked Deer Boat Access

@Bluff Overlook & Visitor’s Center at Porter’s Gap Rd.

@ Knob Creek Access

mChishoIm Lake

@ Builder’s Outfitter / Boat Access
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0Fort Pillow Prison

0 Cold Creek Grocery / Deli & Tackle

OChickasaw Bluff Loop Trail / River Beach

0Lower Hatchie Wildlife Refuge

GChampion Lake
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GFort Pillow State Park

0 Cold Creek Boat Access (The Chute)

@ catfish Hill

9 Bluff Overlook / Hwy 19

@Johnson Lake

mMS River Shoreline Trail

@ Crutcher Lake Access

@Tully Campground

mCoId Creek Boat Access at Sam Taylor Rd.

@Sunk Lake
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0 Fort Pillow Prison

0 Cold Creek Grocery / Deli & Tackle

e Chickasaw Bluff Loop Trail / River Beach

0 Lower Hatchie Wildlife Refuge
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QChampion Lake

QFort Pillow State Park

0Co|d Creek Boat Access (The Chute)

@ catfish Hill

eBluff Overlook & Visitor’s Center at Hwy 19

@Johnson Lake

m MS River Shoreline Trall

@ Crutcher Lake Access
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FLOOD ANALYSIS MAPS

Flooding inthe regionis a way of life for local inhabitants.
The Mississippi River is completely unrestricted, as
there is no artificial levee system as found along most
parts of the Mississippi River. They have found creative
solutions for living in the area (i.e. - houses on stilts),
but several roads and locations are unnavigable during
certain times of the year due to flooding. The following
pages depict flood stages (how high the water reaches
in the area during a flood) and the locations of assets
in the region.
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NORTH
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FLOOD ANALYSIS MAPS

AERIAL IMAGERY
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CHAPTER FOUR-MASTER PLAN

Master Plan

The following pages depict several different plans illustrating the variety of activities available within the region of Lauderdale County’s Bluff and
Bottoms. Experiences ranging from the observational to the athletic can be enjoyed by people of all ages and activity levels. More information
about the specific activities at each individual location can be found within Chapters Five through Seven.
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OVERALL PLAN

Lauderdale County’s Bluff and Bottoms region
is an expanse of land of thousands of acres
containing multiple destinations with different
activities to experience. The Master Plan
shows the locations of and activities at each
destination.

The Master Plan will be located in the Bluff
Overlook & Visitors Center located at Hwy 19
and Porter’s Gap Road as a large wall-mounted
exhibit to illustrate to visitors the activities
available to them and where they should visit
next.

N

NORTH
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The Great River Road - The Best Drive in
America

The Great River Road - The Best Drive in America

The Great River Road National Scenic Byway follows the
course of the Mississippi River for 3,000 miles from northern
Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico. The scenic route passes
through 10 states and hundreds of river towns. The Great
River Road is arguably the longest and most important scenic
byway in America.

The Great River Road is designated as a National Scenic
Byway. This federal designation recognizes the Great River
Road’s outstanding assets in the areas of culture, history,
nature, recreation, and scenic beauty. All along the Great
River Road National Scenic Byway, visitors will find tourism
amenities as well as Interpretive Centers that help travelers
experience the many facets of the Mississippi River Region.

All along the Great River Road, visitors will find interesting
things to see and do, including a number of river-related
attractions and designated interpretive centers. The
communities encountered along the way — from tiny riverside
villages to vibrant metropolises — are where visitors will
experience the living history of the region through music,
culture and local cuisine.

The Great River Road is a well-marked series of different
roads and highways that roughly follow the winding course of
the Mississippi River. All along the Great River Road, travelers
will find white signs displaying the green pilot’s wheel logo.
The familiar pilot’s wheel symbol denotes which roads are part
of the designated route. The route has been selected for its
natural, cultural, historical, recreational and scenic properties.

Source: https://experiencemississippiriver.com/the-great-
river-road-the-best-drive-in-america/
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GREAT RIVER ROAD ROUTE MAP
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Mississippi River Trail Bike Route

The goal of the MRT is to reveal to hicyclists the heauty of the Mississippi River from beginning to end. When it comes to riding the MRT in Tennessee, most local riders are familiar with the section of the MRT
that runs from Memphis (Mud Island) to Shelby Meeman State Park; however, that portion of the trail represents roughly a tenth of the trail’s 200 mile length through Tennessee and about 1% of the MRT's
overall 2,000 mile length. Enhancements such as signage and improved road way conditions will ensure that people will enjoy biking through Lauderdale’s ecotourism region.

“The Mississippi River starts out as a small narrow stream, linking many of the lakes in northern Minnesota. The early miles of the MRT follow rural roads, crisscrossing the river as cyclists
tour the state’s lake resort region. In the twin cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, the route follows the Grand Rounds Scenic Byway along the Mississippi River banks past St. Anthony Falls, the
only falls on the river. As the route continues south to Hastings, you have the option of crossing the river to ride Wisconsin’s MRT. If you choose to ride in Wisconsin, be sure to visit the Great
River Road Visitor and Learning Center in Prescott. There are interesting displays related to the area’s history and the location high atop the bluff provides a unique view of the confluence of
the St. Croix River as its blue waters merge with the brown waters of the Mississippi River. Both Minnesota and Wisconsin have their own unique features that make for an interesting bike tour.
Cyclists can’t go wrong when choosing which bank of the river to follow.

History along the Mississippi River did not begin with the arrival of European explorers. All along the length of the river cyclists pass remnants of early Native American cultures. lowa has a
must stop for cyclists at the Effigy Mounds National Monument. Park your bike at the visitor center and hike the Fire Point Trail and see mounds built 1,400 years ago that are in the shape of
a bear. There are also the Winterville Mounds State Park and Emerald Mound Site in Mississippi. The MRT also passes Mastodon State Historical Site in Missouri, where you can see a repli-
ca of a male adult mastodon.

Along with exhibits about Native American history, as you ride the MRT you will also see evidence of early European influence. In Ste. Genevieve, MO, the Bolduc House, with its vertical-log
walls, is regarded as one of the most authentically restored Creole houses in the nation. (I asked the tour guide why the vertical-logs? She just shrugged and said, “What can | say, they're
French.”) Also in Missouri, Kaskaskia was once the center of French colonial administration for the Middle Mississippi River. It was called “The Paris of the West.”

Cyclists will visit places along the entire length of the MRT that they will remember from their early American history classes, such as the explorations of Lewis and Clark. There are exhibits in
Charleston, MO where the explorers camped as they trained their party on the skills they would need on their voyage. The MRT also passes by the Lewis and Clark State Historic Site in lllinois.
This is a modern museum with many interactive displays that focus on the adventures of the explorers. On its southern section, the MRT passes through the cities of Vicksburg and Natchez
where the Civil War comes to life as the result of their preservation efforts. Who would have thought riding a bicycle across the country could be so educational?

In southern Missouri the MRT reaches the northernmost regions of the Mississippi alluvial plain. If you had been standing in this area 12,000 years ago you would have been underwater in the
Gulf of Mexico. As the gulf waters receded the Mississippi Delta was formed. As you ride along the MRT through the delta regions in Arkansas, Mississippi, and Louisiana you pass rich bottom
farmland and an abundance of wildlife. The crescent shaped oxbow lakes you’ll ride past create habitats that lure waterfowl from across the country. At times the MRT routes cyclists along the
top of the river levee. As you ride along the top of these enormous levees, with the mile-wide Mississippi River at your side, reflect back to the small stream you waded across at the beginning
of your journey. You and the river have come a long way during your MRT adventure.

MRT, Inc. is the governing body behind the creation of the Mississippi River Trail. The board members and management staff have unselfishly contributed to making the MRT a reality. It is their
goal to make this a world-class bicycling route that will guide cyclists through the 10 states that border the Mississippi River. To accomplish this goal they work diligently to encourage use of
the MRT. One means of encouraging cyclists to ride the route is to offer those who have ridden the length of the MRT, either as a cross-country ride, or a series of multi-day tours, an official
Certificate of Completion award. This award will be signed by the Executive Director of MRT, Inc. and include a serial number reflecting the order in which the recipient has completed the ride
in relation to other cyclists. So when compiling your New Year’s resolutions, add obtaining your Certificate of Completion to the list.”

Author of quoted text above: Bob Robinson - Source: https://bicycletouringpro.com/the-mississippi-river-trail/
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MRT BICYGLE ROUTE MAP

Riverside trails within the Mississippi
National River and Recreation Area
are a small part of a much larger
system of bicycle routes that follow
the Mississippi from Lake Itasca to
the Gulf of Mexico. The Mississippi

River Trail (MRT) stretches almost o=~ —Dashed Line s
3,000 miles through 10 states. L 3 Lauderdale County
Sometimes the trail is on roads and o’ &

streets, sometimes atop levees, }_'3,.-.\ :'

and in other sections, the route is o ~

an off road trail for bicyclers and
walkers only. Anywhere along the
Mississippi, you can find a route to
meet any purpose, including among
the hottoms and bluffs of Lauderdale
County.
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TOURS BY AUTOMOBILE & BICYCLE

North Automobhile & Bicycle Tours

Several assets located in Lauderdale County are easily accessible by automobile and bicycle and provide a variety of experiences. The navigable addresses are shown below. The River
Shoreline trail would be 43 miles of excellent views of the Mississippi river. In contrast, the Bluff trail would be 26 miles and would serve as a multi-modal trail for both hikers and bikers.
Initially they would start out as primitive trails with gravel surfacing and eventually, if enough interest was generated and funding acquired, they would become paved trails. The solid line on
the adjoining map represents a 50 mile biking loop on paved roads that currently exist. Some of these roads will need paving improvements to make them a more pleasant riding experience.

Slough at Wardlow’s
Pocket

0.20 Miles East of Barr
Rd. & J D Smith Rd.
Halls, TN 38040

Osage Orange Forest
11515 Barr Rd.
Halls, TN 38040

River Savannah
11515 Barr Rd.
Halls, TN 38040

Outfitter &

Boat Access

3155 Dee Webb Rd.
Ripley, TN 38063

MS River Boat Access
Boat Ramp Rd.

1/4 mile South of Dee
Webb Rd and Hales
Point Barr Rd.

Halls, TN 38040

Wardlow’s Pocket
Barr Rd and Hales
Point Barr Rd
Halls, TN 38040

Old Forked Deer
Boat Access
10926 Hwy 88
Halls, TN 38040

Chisholm Lake
23 Chisholm Lake Rd
Ripley, TN 38063

Scenic Route through
Chickasaw Refuge
1500 Barr Rd

Ripley, TN 38063

More information about the individual assets and the activities at each of these locations can be found in chapters Five through Seven of this document.

Bluff Overlook /
Visitor’s Center
4900 Porter’s Gap Rd.
Halls, TN 38040

Knob Creek Access
2339 Porter’s Gap Rd.
Ripley, TN 38063

Knob Creek Access
9800 Edith-Nankipoo Rd.
Halls, TN 38040
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TOURS BY WATERWAY

North Waterway Tours

Several assets located in Lauderdale County are accessible via the many waterways in the area. The Old Forked Deere River route starts at a boat ramp off of Hwy 88 and twists
and turns for 8 miles with Chisholm Lake as the final body of water destination. North Lauderdale County features two existing boat ramps that could serve as boarding points for
guided tours down the Mississippi River. Along the Mississippi River there are several sandbar islands along the 45 mile route for exploration.

Open Lake
Nix Lane
Ripley, TN 38063

Wardlow’s Pocket
Barr Rd and Hales
Point Barr Rd
Halls, TN 38040

Slough at Wardlow’s
Pocket

0.20 Miles East of Barr
Rd. & J D Smith Rd.
Halls, TN 38040

Island Excursion at
Osage Orange Forest
Board at 11515 Barr Rd.
Halls, TN 38040

Chisholm Lake
23 Chisholm Lake Rd
Ripley, TN 38063

MS River Boat Access
Boat Ramp Rd.

1/4 mile South of Dee
Webb Rd and Hales
Point Barr Rd.

Halls, TN 38040

Sandbar Island
Excursion

Board at Boat Ramp Rd.
1/4 mile South of

Dee Webb Rd and Hales
Point Barr Rd.

Halls, TN 38040

Knob Creek Access
9800 Edith-Nankipoo Rd.
Halls, TN 38040

Old Forked Deer
Boat Access
10926 Hwy 88
Halls, TN 38040

Outfitter &

Boat Access

3155 Dee Webb Rd.
Ripley, TN 38063

Lauderdale County Ecotourism Master Plan | 47



LEGEND
1l

CENTRAL

48 | Lauderdale County Ecotourism Master Plan



TOURS BY AUTOMOBILE & BICYGLE

Central Automobile & Bicycle Tour

Several assets located in Lauderdale County are easily accessible by automobile and provide a variety of experiences. The navigable addresses are shown below.
The River Shore Bike trail features 43 miles of multi-modal pathways. It would start on the north end at the Obion River and go to the Hatchie River South of

Ft. Pillow. Initially, it would be unpaved but overtime as interest peaks this could become a paved trail for both biking and hiking. The 26 mile Bluff trail would be
developed in the same manner and given the length would be suitable for marathon runs. An annual marathon run could help fund the development from unpaved to
paved trails. More information about the individual assets and the activities at each of these locations can be found in chapters Five through Seven of this document.

Fire Tower Overlook
Snyder Bluff Rd

Ripley, TN 38063
35.760454, -89.669100

Sunk Lake

Sunk Lake Rd. &
Gravel Unmarked Rd
Ripley, TN 38063
35.702423, -89.735190

Crutcher Lake Boat
Access

Southern Intersection of
Four Mile Ln & Crutcher
Lake Rd.

Ripley, TN 38063

Open Lake Ashport Boat Ramp

Nix Lane 15774 TN-19

Ripley, TN 38063 Ripley, TN 38063
Bluff Overlook / Johnson Lake
Visitor’s Center 16796 TN-19
7200 TN-19 Ripley, TN 38063

Ripley, TN 38063
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TOURS BY WATERWAY

Central Waterway Tours

The Central Waterway tours include the 45 mile Mississippi River Guided Tour, the Mississippi River Islands Tour and the Cold Creek Paddling Tour. Each of these tours offer unique environments and experiences to
participants. The Cold Creek Tour would board at the overpass intersection of Long Hole Rd. Cold Creek does go further North than this boarding point but may not navigable during the dry months of the year. Cold
creek flows for approximately 15 miles before it opens up the The Chute which is a large lake directly North of Ft. Pillow State park. Cold creek offers several boat ramps along the route to put-in/take out and Tully
Campgrounds is also relatively close by.

Island Excursion at Forked
Deer island

Board at Slough at Wardlow’s
Pocket 0.20 Miles East of Barr
Rd. & J D Smith Rd.

Halls, TN 38040

Island Excursion at
Fletcher Towhead

Board at Ashport Boat Ramp
15774 TN-19

Ripley, TN 38063

Ashport Boat Ramp
15774 TN-19
Ripley, TN 38063

Johnson Lake
16796 TN-19
Ripley, TN 38063

Crutcher Lake Boat
Access

Southern Intersection of
Four Mile Ln & Crutcher
Lake Rd.

Ripley, TN 38063

Sunk Lake

Sunk Lake Rd. &
Gravel Unmarked Rd
Ripley, TN 38063
35.702423, -89.735190

Open Lake
Nix Lane
Ripley, TN 38063

Cold Creek Paddling
Tour

Board at Sunk Lake Rd.
& Jack Rabbit Rd
Ripley, TN 38063
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TOURS BY AUTOMOBILE & BIGYCLE

South Automobile & Bicycle Tour

Several assets located in Lauderdale County are easily accessible by automobile and provide a variety of experiences. The navigable addresses are shown below. The south Loop, like the North
Loop, will also have two main trail heads, one of which will be the Catfish Hill Overlook and Trail Head that serves the North Loop. The other will be a trail head at the Grocery / Deli / Tackle Store
on SR 87. The route will follow Crutcher Lake Road down the Bluff and over Cold Creek at the boat landing. It will continue into the John Tully Wildlife Management Area along Crutcher Lake
Road and beside Crutcher Lake. The route turns north with views of the River and then east to Johnson Lake. This stretch of Crutcher Lake Road will need to be paved. The route becomes SR 19
and returns to the Catfish Hill Overlook. The connection from Catfish Hill to the Grocery and Bait Store will follow local neighborhood roads painted with arrows and then west on SR 87. Another
connection between the two trail heads will be the Multimodal Bluff Walk, a paved trail that will serve both hikers and cyclists. More information about the individual assets and the activities at
each of these locations can be found in chapters Five through Seven of this document.

Sunk Lake

Sunk Lake Rd. &
Gravel Unmarked Rd
Ripley, TN 38063
35.702423, -89.735190

MS River Access at
Hatchie State Park
Shoaf Rd.

Henning, TN 38041
35.600436, -89.896601

Hatchie Wildlife Refuge
234 Fort Prudhomme Drive
Henning, TN 38041

Champion Lake
Champion Lake Rd.
Henning, TN 38041

Fort Pillow State Park
3122 Park Rd.
Henning, TN 38041

Cold Creek Boat
Access (The Chute)
3200 Crutcher Lake Rd.
Ripley, TN 38063

Tully Wildlife
Management Area
Sam Taylor Rd.
Henning, TN 38041

Cold Creek Boat
Access

Sam Taylor Rd.
Henning, TN 38041
35.675991, -89.808835

Hatchie River Access
Bill Rice Rd.
Henning, TN 38041

Grocery / Deli / Tackle
15175 TN-87
Henning, TN 38041
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TOURS BY WATERWAY

South Waterway Tours

The South Waterway Tours feature the 45 mile Mississippi River Guided Tour Route, the Cold Creek Paddling Route and the Hatchie River. There are also sandbar island excursions
available for shorter tours along the Mississippi. The Hatchie River twist and turns for hundreds of miles through the bluff and bottoms area and spills into the Mississippi River at the
Hatchie River National Wildlife Refuge. This waterway route offers several places to put-in and take out and plenty of scenic variety for participants to enjoy.

Island Excursion at
Fletcher Towhead

Board at Ashport Boat Ramp
15774 TN-19

Ripley, TN 38063

Cold Creek Boat
Access (The Chute)
3200 Crutcher Lake Rd.
Ripley, TN 38063

Crutcher Lake Boat
Access

Southern Intersection of
Four Mile Ln & Crutcher
Lake Rd.

Ripley, TN 38063

MS River Access at
Hatchie State Park
Shoaf Rd.

Henning, TN 38041
35.600436, -89.896601

Cold Creek Boat
Access

Sam Taylor Rd.
Henning, TN 38041
35.675991, -89.808835

Hatchie River Access
Bill Rice Rd.
Henning, TN 38041

Champion Lake
Champion Lake Rd.
Henning, TN 38041

Sunk Lake

Sunk Lake Rd. &
Gravel Unmarked Rd
Ripley, TN 38063
35.702423, -89.735190

Johnson Lake
16796 TN-19
Ripley, TN 38063

Cold Creek Paddling
Tour

Board at Sunk Lake Rd.
& Jack Rabbit Rd
Ripley, TN 38063
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CHAPTER FIVE-NORTH DESTINATIONS & ACTIVITIES

North Lauderdale County Destinations & Activities

The following pages depict concept site designs that could potentially drive more activity to sites located in North Lauderdale County. Some of the
sites are privately owned and would be in the best interest of the land-owner to develop the site to potentially increase their revenue while some
site are privately owned. Privately owned (state and federal owned land) may be harder to encourage development on as their main priority is
preservation of these sites for environmental protection. However, if done correctly low impact development could benefit the region by exposing
people to the pristine sites which would help them understand why they should be preserved thus creating more interest in preservation by the

visitors.
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CHISHOLM BLUFF & BOTTOMS LOOP / CHISHOLM LAKE

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

 Boat Ramp
e Building
* Parking

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

* Improve Parking

» Adaptive reuse of building to Restaurant
* Pavilion

» Bait/Tackle Shop

* Boat Rentals

* Floating Dock

* Picnic Areas

* Restroom Facilities
e Swimming

* Fishing

* Sandy Beach

Total Cost of Improvements (2018 Conceptual Design
Costs)

Chisholm Bluff & Bottoms Loop Trail - $46,500
Chisholm Lake - $450,760

Currently Chisholm Lake is utilized for hunting and
fishing. There are several opportunities to expand the
recreational opportunities at this location. The existing
restaurant at this site makes it an ideal location for
further development.

58 | Lauderdale County Ecotourism Master Plan

v
v

4
g

-

o \(
HISHOLM BLUFF

BOTTOMS LOOP
TRAIL




CHISHOLM BLUFF & BOTTOMS LOOP / CHISHOLM LAKE

/RESTAURANT

\
7 Q{ -
ﬁ\%
LOATING ™~
DOCK [y ICNIC AREA
%
o
\ Q
*
AIT AND
TACKLE SHOP
SOAT Py S SANDY BEACH
SLIPS— \N& =
\PAVILION
\BOAT RAMP
AVILION &

\BOARD WALK ®

Lauderdale County Ecotourism Master Plan | 59



RIVER SAVANNAH & OSAGE ORANGE FOREST

OVERLOO\KZ

v S - u
miSS _——"“ PRIMITIVE/"'
- INTERPRETIVE CAMPSITES »

- .
- - NATURE WALK -
PN d

OSAGE ORANGE
g FOREST

-
Q-" ~‘

4 "-.~~—‘

Ny
~
IS

PR Sk

L
P

Y
"-...---~
5
~.—.~

’O
2
.
N
...-_"

60 | Lauderdale County Ecotourism Master Plan

R L TR Ml

SAVANNAH

/VEHICULAR ACCESS



RIVER SAVANNAH & OSAGE ORANGE FOREST

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

e Vehicular Access

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

* Parking Area

* Overlook

* Educational Signage

» Interpretive Nature Walk
* Primitive Camp Sites

* Trail System

* Wildlife Viewing

* Biking

* Hiking

Total Cost of Improvements (2018
Conceptual Design Costs) -$670,100

The Osage Orange Forest is
considered one of the largest east
of the Mississippi. The unique,
sculptural, arching, limbs of the
ancient trees are reminiscent of

a mythical land. Adjacent to the
Osage Orange Forest is another
interesting ecosystem in the series
of grassy savannahs. The sandy
soil, unsuitable for trees, thrives with
cacti and hardy native grasses.
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MS RIVER SHORELINE TRAIL - 0SCEOLA OVERLOOK

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

* Natural Habitat

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

» Trail Head Parking

* Paved ADA Trail Loop

* Integrated Primitive Trail System
» Biking

» Hiking

* Wildlife Viewing

Total Cost of Improvements (2018 Conceptual Design
Costs) - $587,000

This trail will allow the user to explore the Mississippi
River in a unique way. Visitors will have an opportunity
to discover the river’'s diverse shoreline ecosystem
while taking in the expansive views of the river. This
Trail will also include an ADA accessible loop.
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MS RIVER SHORELINE TRAIL - OSCEOLA OVERLOOK
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BLUFF OVERLOOK - VISITOR'S CENTER AT PORTER’S GAP RD.

1| =

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

* Natural Habitat

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

e Parking

* Restroom Facility

* Picnic Area

» Overlook Structure

» Exhibit Area

* ADA Compliant Trails

* Vending Machines

» Bike Rental

» Add Bike Lanes to Porter’s Gap Rd.

Total Cost of Improvements (2018 Con-
ceptual Design Costs) - $663,120
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OLD FORKED DEER BOAT ACCESS

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

 Boat Ramp
* Parking

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

* Improve Parking

* Improve Boat Ramp
* Fishing

» Kayaking

* Wildlife Viewing
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WARDLOW’S POCKET

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

Natural Habitat
Lake
Boat Ramp

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Parking

Kayak Launch
Fishing

Picnic Area
Wildlife Viewing
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OUTFITTER BOAT ACGESS

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

Boat Ramp
Parking

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Improve Parking
Improve Boat Ramp
Kayaking

Fishing

Boating

Wildlife Viewing
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CHICKASAW NATIONAL REFUGE

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

* Natural Habitat
o Lake

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

* Improve Parking
» Pavilion

* Biking

* Hiking

* Wildlife Viewing
* Fishing

» Kayaking

» Boating
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SLOUGH AT WARDLOW’S POCKET

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

« Wildlife Habitat
e Lake

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

* Parking

* Boat Ramp

* Picnic Area

* Wildlife Viewing
» Kayaking

* Boating

* Fishing
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KNOB CREEK ACCESS

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

Natural Habitat
Spring Fed Creek

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Parking

Boat Ramp
Hiking

Wildlife Viewing
Fishing
Kayaking
Boating

Lauderdale County Ecotourism Master Plan | 71



72 | Lauderdale County Ecotourism Master Plan



CHAPTER SIX-CENTRAL DESTINATIONS & ACTIVITIES

Central Lauderdale County Destinations & Activities

The following pages depict concept site designs that could potentially drive more activity to sites located in Central Lauderdale County. Some
of the sites are privately owned and would be in the best interest of the land-owner to develop the site to potentially increase their revenue while
some site are privately owned. Privately owned (state and federal owned land) may be harder to encourage development on as their main
priority is preservation of these sites for environmental protection. However, if done correctly low impact development could benefit the region by
exposing people to the pristine sites which would help them understand why they should be preserved thus creating more interest in preservation

by the visitors.
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ASHPORT LANDING

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

 Boat Ramp
* Road with turnaround
* Riverboat Stop

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

* Improve Parking

» Pavilion

e Bus Parking/ turn around

* Riverboat Stop Improvements
* Wildlife Viewing

* Fishing

* Boating

Total Cost of Improvements (2018 Conceptual Design
Costs) - $177,100

Ashport Landing is a stop along the Mississippi River
overnight steamboat cruises. Passengers disembark
for excursions of the area at this location. This
location also has a boat ramp for fishing access to the
Mississippi River.
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BLUFF OVERLOOK AT HWY 19

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

Natural Habitat

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Parking

Picnic Area
Scenic Overlook
Bike Rentals
Vending Machines

Total Cost of Improvements (2018
Conceptual Design Costs) - $580,092
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SUNK LAKE

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

e Lake
e Boardwalk
* Boat Ramp

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

* Improve Parking

* Improve Access

» Enlarge Boardwalk
» Kayak Launch

* Picnic Area

* Wildlife Viewing

* Fishing

Total Cost of Improvements (2018 Conceptual Design

Costs) - $304,100

Sunk Lake was originally formed by the 1811-1812
Earthquake. The lake is actually a series of lakes
clustered together. The lakes are unscathed and boast
groves of cypress and black gum of unparalleled size.
Sunk Lake is a designated State Natural Area and is

managed by the State Park system.
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FIRE TOWER OVERLOOK
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FIRE TOWER OVERLOOK

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

Fire Tower

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Fire Tower Improvements
Climbing Wall

Parking Area

Ropes Course
Restrooms

Total Cost of Improvements (2018

Conceptual Design Costs)
$251,625
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JOHNSON LAKE

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

Boat Ramp
Improved Parking

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

RV Campground
Bathouse

Primitive Campsites
Bike Trails

Hiking

Fishing

Boating

Kayaking

Total Cost of Improvements (2018 Conceptual
Design Costs) - $577,760
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OPEN LAKE

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

Boat Ramp
Parking

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Improve Parking
Improve Boat Ramp
Pavilion

Fishing

Boating

Wildlife Viewing
Hiking

Camping
Boardwalks
Restrooms
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CRUTCHER LAKE

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

Boat Ramp
Parking

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Improve Parking
Improve Boat Ramp
Fishing

Boating

Wildlife Viewing
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CHAPTER SEVEN-SOUTH DESTINATIONS & ACTIVITIES

South Lauderdale Gounty Destinations & Activities

The following pages depict concept site designs that could potentially drive more activity to sites located in South Lauderdale County. Some of the
sites are privately owned and would be in the best interest of the land-owner to develop the site to potentially increase their revenue while some
site are privately owned. Privately owned (state and federal owned land) may be harder to encourage development on as their main priority is
preservation of these sites for environmental protection. However, if done correctly low impact development could benefit the region by exposing
people to the pristine sites which would help them understand why they should be preserved thus creating more interest in preservation by the
visitors.
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HATGHIE RIVER ACCESS

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

Boat Ramp
Road with turnaround

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Improve Parking
Pavilion

Picnic Area
Kayaking

Vault Restroom

Total Cost of Improvements (2018 Con-
ceptual Design Costs) - $206,750

Lauderdale County Ecotourism Master Plan | 89



THE CHUTE

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

 Boat Ramp
* Parking

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

* Improve Parking
* Vault Restroom
* Boating

* Fishing

» Kayaking

Total Cost of Improvements (2018 Conceptual Design
Costs) - $131,500
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CHICKASAW BLUFF LOOP TRAIL

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

Natural Habitat
Lake

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Trail Head Parking
River Overlook
Kayak Launch
Fishing
Hiking
Biking

» Camping

* Wildlife Viewing
Restrooms

Total Cost of Improvements (2018
Conceptual Design Costs) - $36,300
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CHAMPION LAKE

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

Boat Ramp
Boardwalk

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Improve Parking
Improve Boat Ramp
Fishing

Boating

Wildlife Viewing
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GROCERY TACKLE & DELI

i S

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

Existing Store
Bait Shop

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Kayak Rentals

Bike Rentals

Bait Shop

Supplies

Deli / Sandwich Shop
Educational / Information Venue
Cultural Destination
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COLD CREEK BOAT ACCESS

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

Boat Ramp
Parking

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Improve Parking
Improve Boat Ramp
Fishing
Boating

» Kayaking

* Wildlife Viewing
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TULLY WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

* Boat Ramp
» Parking

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

* Improve Parking

* Improve Boat Ramp
« Camping

* Hiking

« Wildlife Viewing

» Fishing
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HATGHIE WILDLIFE REFUGE

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

Boardwalk
Educational Signage
* Wildlife Viewing Areas

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Improve Parking
Pavilion

Picnic Areas
Hiking

Biking

Fishing
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FORT PILLOW

PROGRAMMING ELEMENTS

EXISTING AMENITIES

Museum
Parking
Cultural Destination

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Improve Parking

Hiking

Camping

Wildlife Viewing

Increase Marketing and Awareness
for Destination

Picnic Area
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CHAPTER EIGHT-DESIGN STANDARDS

Design Standards

The Design Standards on the following pages set a frame work for consistent development throughout the Bluff and Bottoms area. The prescriptive
materials and typologies will enable the user to immediately to identify the program elements as part of the ecotourism region.
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ROADWAYS / GUARDRAILS

Roadway types vary depending on the level of
service. Some of the existing roads are paved and
some are gravel. Overtime, the gravel roads may be
paved if needed. Bike lanes and multi-modal paths
should also be considered.

Guardrails should be designed to prevent motorists
from traversing dangerous terrain.
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Adequate parking should be available at the majority
of attraction locations. A variety of parking should be
available as well. Most parking areas should be paved
but initially funding may only allow for gravel parking
lots.

Parking Guidelines;

Parking spaces should be sized for large vehicles -
minimum of 10 x 20'.

Most areas will need at least two bus parking spaces
—10' x 40’

Many visitors will travel with trailers or RVs. Parking
areas with boat ramps should have at least half of
the spaces for vehicles with trailers — 10’ x 40’. These
spaces could also accommodate buses.

All parking areas should have at least one bike rack
to accommodate at least 6 bicycles. Bike racks should
be unfinished and allowed to rust. They should be in-
ground mount.
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BOAT RAMPS

Lauderdale County has several boat ramps and even
more places suitable for new ramps. Typically they are
built from concrete. The proposed boat ramps would
be composed with a variety of materials including
concrete, composite decking and stainless steel
grates. Sizes and slopes will vary depending on the
type and use of boat ramp but it is important to allow
accessibility for all users to and from the water.

Site Location Appropriateness: 7 Site Location
Characteristics for a “Best-Suited” Launch

1. Is constructed in accordance with applicable
regulations, particularly the accessibility requirements.
2. Provides safe access aw from potential hazards at
various water levels and user conflict

3. Can withstand flow levels, currents, and exposure
to elements

4. Designated with consideration for multiple types of
users and carrying capacity of launch, parking. and
waterway

5. Provides a firm surface for launching, despite
changes in sedimentation levels

6. Will not be easily damaged due to climatic or
seasonal conditions

7. Does not cause damage to riparian habitats or
vegetation during construction and Is unlikely to cause
environmental impacts over time.
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TRAILS / BOARDWALKS

To accommodate all types of activities, including
bicycles, strollers and roller bladers, asphalt or other
hard surfacing materials are used to pave a smooth
surface. In areas of regular flooding or wetlands,
boardwalks are constructed to protect the sensitive
environment and maintain a year-round usable trail.
Shared-use trails traverse many different elevations
and natural elements.

Access through some of the terrain may be difficult;
however, regulations require that a certain portion of
trails be accessible by all users despite physical ability.
The guidelines established by the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) should be followed during the
design and construction of shared-use trails to ensure
safety and accessibility to all users. ADA guidelines
establish a maximum trail slope of 5 percent and a
maximum cross slope of 2 percent. Any slope higher
than 5 percent and up to 8.3 percent is considered
a ramp, which requires hand rails and landings every
30 feet. Trails will not be considered accessible if they
contain slopes greater than 8.3 percent.

Primary Trails - a primary shared-use trail will be a
12-foot wide paved pathway with a two-foot wide
shoulder on both sides. Trailheads should be located
at strategic access points along the trail to provide
parking areas for motor vehicles and restroom facilities.
Secondary Trails - A secondary shared-use trail is
similar to a primary trail except it is only 10 feet wide
with an one-foot wide shoulder on both sides. The
same clearances and paving materials are needed.
Teritary Trails - Rustic trails are typically located in
areas that will not draw a large number of users or in
areas that are rural. These types of trails are typically
eight feet wide and are surfaced with a porous material
such as wood mulch, compacted gravel or other types
of fines.

Lauderdale County Ecotourism Master Plan | 105



OVERLOOKS

Overlooks allow users to view and appreciate nature
from a better perspective. There are several locations
through out the bluff and bottoms that could benefit
from the use of elevated overlooks to take advantage
of the variety of landscapes. The materials that are
recommended for the overlooks are corten steel, con-
crete, and wood which can withstand the harsh flood
plain environment.

MATERIALS:
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INFORMATION KIOSKS

Kiosks provide information (wayfinding, historical,
education etc) about the area the signed is located
in. The kiosks for the ecotourism areas should be tied
together with the use of similar materials like corten
steel. This material weathers well when located in
flood prone areas.
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SIGNAGE

Signage helps user find their way in the bluff and bot-
toms. The use of cohesive signage will help delineate
the areas that are part of the masterplan. The use of
corten steel with cutouts for text and graphics helps
simplify the design and will stand the test of time.

Signage Considerations:

1. Make Signs Self-Navigable/Intuitive.

Make sure your signage gives a brief and clear path to
follow. If it's a primary directional sign, never give more
than five (5) choices for the pedestrian and/or driver.
Keep it simple and clean.

2. Ensure Visibility.

Make sure your signs are large enough to read. That
might be obvious, but be sure to keep an eye on this
over time. Has landscaping grown over some signs?
Has paint faded making once clear signs hard to see?
Or have you renovated, making old signs obsolete?
3. Help the Pedestrian/Driver.

Provide a decision wherever a decision needs to be
made. You may have told people 300 feet ago that the
entrance was straight ahead, but they might have for-
gotten by the time they reach the stop sign. Keep them
on the right path and reaffirm that they’re headed the
right way.

4. Avoid Member Jargon.

Call it what it is: Gym, Main Entrance, etc.

5. Follow the Rules.

When it comes to outdoor signage, you must navigate
the regulation waters of your town, city, county, neigh-
borhood, and more. You will be held responsible for
following the regulations for sign materials, lighting,
legibility, height, distance from road, and ADA acces-
sibility. Attend a town planning meeting to ensure you
have the proper permits and follow the rules for your
signage.
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SITE FURNISHINGS

Site furnishings help make spaces comfortable
and functional for users. Some site furnishings that
are essential for making places usable are tables,
benches, trash receptacles and lighting. The use of
wood, stainless steel and corten steel ties into the
signage and architectural materials for a cohesive look
at the bottoms and bluff.

Site Furnishings Considerations:

1. Identity of Surrounding landscape - site furnishings
should be consistent with the feel of the spaces they
are located in.

2. Proximity and Orientation - People also enjoy
stimulating environments—whether they involve
watching others or taking in surrounding architecture
or landscapes.

3. Use and Function - Active and Passive users will
have different needs.

4. Environmental Considerations - Sun, Wind,
Buildings, Weather
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CHAPTER NINE-CONCLUSION

Conclusion

The Lauderdale County ecotourism masterplan offers activities and destinations for everyone at any age or ability. With the proper development
of the different assets available in the region, an opportunity to create a unique recreational venue exists. Coordination between public and
private entities and funding availability will most likely be the biggest hurdle to overcome in creating and enhancing these places.
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The summary of opportunities shown below allows you
the reader to quickly view the several different activities
at each destination. Many locations currently have
programming activities. However, this plan proposes
additional activities as seen fit by the design team.

Lauderdale County Summary of Opportunities
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NORTH DESTINATIONS & ACTIVITIES
Chisholm Bluff & Bottoms Loop / Chisholm Lake E P E P P P P E P p P P P E
River Savannah & Osage Orange Forest P P P P [~ [~ [3 P E P
MS River Shoreline Trail - Osceola Overlook P P P P E P P
Bluff Overlook - Visitor's Center at Porter's Gap Road P E P P P P
Old Forked Deer Boat Access E P P P P E P
Wardlow's Pocket P P E E P P )
Oultfitter Boat Access E P P P P P E P
Scenic Route through Chickasaw Refuge P P P P P P E E E P P
Slough at Wardlow's Pocket P P P P E P P P
Knob Creek Access P P P E P P P E P P
CENTRAL DESTINATIONS & ACTIVITIES
Ashport Landing E P [3 [2) E ) E
Bluff Overlook at Highway 19 P E p P P
Sunk Lake E P P P E P Pl P
Fire Tower Overlook P P E P P [
Johnson Lake P P E P P P P E [~ [3
Open Lake E P P P P P E P P P
Crutcher Lake E P P P | P E P
SOUTH DESTINATIONS & ACTIVITIES
Hatchie River Access E P | P P | P P E
Cold Creek Access (The Chute) E P P p E [3) E
Chickasaw Bluff Loop Trail P P P P E E [ [ [3 P
Champion Lake E E P P P P E P
Grocery Tackle and Deli E P P P P E
Cold Creek Boat Access E P P P P P E P
Tully Wildlife Management Area E P P P E P P
Hatchie Wildlife Refuge E E P E [ P E
Fort Pillow E 3 3 E E p p [2)
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The next steps for the continuation of developing a
successful ecotourism plan include:

« Sensitively develop new facilities and amenities that
respect the natural resources and provide new ways
for individuals to interact with the environment.

* Expand and improve existing amenities to provide a
more meaningful experience.

* Aggressively promote the recreational and
educational opportunities that can be found in the
area, and make it desirable for new and returning
users.

* Create a shared vision for the ecotourism
possibilities between the many stakeholders present
in the river bottoms and promote mutually beneficial
cooperation to grow and improve ecotourism
opportunities.

» Pursue grant opportunities that would aid in

the development of many of the improvements
recommended in this plan.

Development of the sites within this book will require
significant funding and cooperation of both private
and public entities. Several implementation strategies
include promoting and marketing of the ecotourism
region, applying for federal and state level grants
such as LPRF, LWCF and RTP and getting special
interest organizations involved. It may also be helpful
to increase development in the areas with legislation
that would designate the region as tourism zone and
provide land owners and developers incentives for
improvements in the area.

SUMMARY OF OPPORTUNITIES
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